


1

Welcome to Ashwell at Home
Celebrating Creative Ashwell

Welcome to Ashwell.  

Our annual open day helps to raise essential funds for Ashwell Village 
Museum, St Mary’s Church and Ashwell Primary School.  We also enjoy 
sharing some of the pleasures and treasures of this remarkable village with 
friends such as yourselves.

Today we are celebrating the creative spark which helps to make Ashwell a 
vibrant community, so you will be able to enjoy exhibitions, performances, 
workshops, talks, displays and craft activities, as well as the traditional 
programme of open gardens and businesses.  There are plenty of 
opportunities to get involved yourself.  
 
The open gardens range from modest courtyards to the large country house, 
with all sizes and types in between.  Your wristband will give you access to all 
these venues, activities and events.

The map on pages 10 and 11 of this programme should help you to find 
everything but if you have any problems please ask the Town Crier.  He’ll be 
happy to help you and you can’t miss him!

Thank you for your kind support.   Enjoy yourselves.
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Neville Funeral Service
96  Walsworth Road  

Hitchin  SG4 9SU
t:  01462 444910  

ashwell@nevillefuneralservice.com

Reassurance when you need it most

The Chapel of Rest in Ashwell Cemetery, leased by Neville Funeral Service,  
underwent an extensive refurbishment in 2018, carried out by our sister company 
Neville Special Projects.  We are delighted that staff from our Hitchin and Luton 
branches, along with representatives from our Memorial division, will be at  

Ashwell At Home to introduce both our company and the chapel to you.

www.nevillefuneralservice.com
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Plan your day… a timeline of activities
Venue numbers refer to the map on pages 10 and 11.

See later pages for things happening all day long and for 
details of open gardens – gardens are marked with a 

    on the central map.

1:30     Mini Dog-training: Limited to 8 dogs per session.	 10	 Dixies Barns

2:00     Nicola Goldscheider and family:  Music concert.	 24	 Ashwell School

2:00    Tudor Dancing: Join Herts Early Dance and Friends.	 16	 Ashwell Museum 
	 (in St Mary’s Church if weather bad).

2:00    Children’s Magic Show: with The Great Boggo.	 24	 Ashwell School

2:30    Taking Turns: Creative dance patterns.	 18	 St Mary’s Church

2:30    Junk Boat Modelling: Led by Ashwell Guides.	 24	 Ashwell School

11:00	 Gardens Open: see page 9 for full details.

11:00	 Reviving morning coffee and cakes	 22	 Parish Room 
		  24	 Ashwell School 
		  29	 URC Hall

11:00	 Wedding Dress Display opens   	 2 	 Village Hall

11:00	 Print Workshop: open till 3:00.	 8	 Ash Farm

11:00	 Creating the Ashwell Village Collage: till 2:00.	 24 	 Ashwell School

11:00	 Waggle Dancing: A fun children's movement workshop, 
	 open to all over 5.  Ends about 11:30.	 24	 Ashwell School

11:00	 Quilt Raffle opens; draw at 4:00 pm 	 29	 URC Hall

11:30	 Junior Musicians Concert: Ashwell children	 24	 Ashwell School  
	 showcase their talents.  Ends 12:00.

11:30	 Mini Dog-training: Limited to 8 dogs per session	 10	 Dixies Barns

12:00	 Dancing Morris Men	 24	 Ashwell School

12:00	 Lunch is served! Lunches available at	 24	 Ashwell School 
		  29	 URC Hall 
		  33	 Pavilion Café

12:00	 Get Weaving with Ashwell Archaeology:	 16	 Ashwell Museum 
	 First drop-in workshop session till 2:00.

12:15	 Junior Choirs Concert: Ashwell School Junior Choir	 24	 Ashwell School 
	 and St Mary’s Junior Church Choir.  Ends 12:45.	

12:30	 Display of Quilts opens. 	 28	 URC Chapel

12:30	 Anecdotes of Ashwell: A guided walk to Ashwell Springs,	 16	 Ashwell Museum 
	 led by Peter Greener, Ashwell Museum Curator.             

12:30	 Harp Mini Lessons: for all ages with Julia Mitchell	 18	 St Mary’s Church 
	 in the churchyard (in church if wet).

1:00	 Dancing Morris Men	 14	 Rose & Crown

1:00	 Bygrave Handbell Ringers	 15	 Cottage Garden

1:30	 Cricket: Ashwell v. Hare Street & Hormead.	 33	 Ashwell Rec
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Celebrating Creative Ashwell
Numbers refer to the map on pages 10 and 11.

Pop Up Poetry. Look out for members of the Ashwell Theatre Club who are planning 
to Pop Up anywhere, at any moment, to divert you with a verse or two.

Exhibition of Wedding Dresses: Ashwell Village Hall, West End. 	 2 
Wedding dresses from across the decades, with some fascinating glimpses of how  
they appeared on their ‘big day’.

Display of Classic Cars: Ashwell Village Hall car park, West End. 	 2

Kate Heiss, Printmaker’s Studio: 77 Back Street.  Kate’s studio will be 	 6 
open for sales, demonstrations and the chance to have a go at pulling your own print 
through the press.  Suitable for all ages.

Collaborative Wall Graffiti for all: Come and make your mark on a  	 6 
modern village graffiti wall at the Forresters Allotment, 77 Back Street.

The Shed: 1 West End, garden.  Handmade photographic greetings cards and   	 7 
fused glass items on display and for sale.

Ashwell Gallery: Barn A, Dixies Barns.   Imaginative and creative bespoke    	 10 
framing of all manner of things - not just pictures - as well as repairs and restoration  
of artwork.  www.ashwellgallery.com

Keith Gordon, Traditional Jeweller: Visit this traditional jeweller’s    	 11 
workshop, Barn D, Dixies Barns, to see some real gems and how to display them.    
www.ashwelljewellery.com

The Beauty Barn, Beauty Salon:  Open 11:00-4:00.  Barn D,	 12 
Dixies Barns.  Visit the Beauty Barn in Bradley’s hairdressers to try out our luxury  
massage and facial taster sessions. www.thebeautybarnashwell.com 

Well Dressing: Wonder at the amazing craft in this ancient tradition.	 16 
Created by a team of Ashwell villagers on a nursery rhyme theme.  

Ashwell Archaeology: Experimental archaeology with textile weaving.	 16 
We will have a replica loom set up, and genuine ancient loom weights.   
All ages welcome.  12:00-2:00 and 3:00 – 5:00 pm.  Ashwell Museum.
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A Tribute to the Fallen at 11.15 and then around the village	 7
Piper Martin McBeal plays a bagpipe lament for those who fell in the 1st World War.  Listen 
to this moving tribute around the village starting at 11.15 at the Car Park then a little later 
outside the United Reformed Church 25 and at the War Memorial 32.

The Golden Anniversary of Ashwell Village’s Community	 10 
Cottage Garden

This wonderful community village garden managed by village people celebrates its Golden 
Anniversary this year. Enjoy the decorations, wonderful plants, plans and perspectives of this 
special place. Find out more about its origins and history in an exhibition about its 50 years 
(in The Museum if wet).

Make and Plant Poppies from 11.30 	 23
Make poppies at the School (11.30 – 3.30) and then plant them at St Mary’s Church (4.15).  
Poppy face-painting also at the School.

2:30	 The Creation of the Cottage Garden:	 15	 Cottage Garden 
	 Talk by Liz Moynihan.	

2:30	 Dancing Morris Men	 17	 Bushel & Strike

3:00	 Story time with Mrs Young for younger children.	 24	 Ashwell School

3:00	 Welwyn Harmony Ladies A Cappella Chorus: 	 24	 Ashwell School 
	 Old and new popular songs in beautiful four-part harmony.

3:00	 Pop and Rock Singing Workshop for Adults	 18	 St Mary’s Church 
	 with Alex Holmes.

3:00	 Get Weaving with Ashwell Archaeology	 16	 Ashwell Museum

3:00	 Tudor Dancing: Join Herts Early Dance and Friends	 16	 Ashwell Museum 
	 (cancelled if weather bad).

3:30	 Welwyn Harmony Ladies A Cappella Chorus:	 24	 Ashwell School 
	 Old and new popular songs in beautiful four-part harmony.

3:30	 Dancing Morris Men	 16	 Ashwell Museum

3:30	 Junk Boat Racing	 31	 Ashwell Springs

4:00	 Quilt Raffle Draw	 29	 URC Hall

4:00	 Mini Dog-training: Limited to 8 dogs per session	 10	 Dixies Barns

4:30	 Treasure Hunt: Hand in your completed entries.	 18	 St Mary’s Church

4:45	 The Big Sing:  Wonderful local choir, brought to you	 18	 St Mary’s Church 
	 by Alex Holmes,  performing a range of popular songs.
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Basket Making:  Sandra Barker, Ashwell’s Yeoman Basket Maker, demonstrates 	 16 
this traditional craft.   Ashwell Museum.

Spinning:  Madeleine Legg and colleagues show you how wool is spun from  	 16 
local fleeces.  Ashwell Museum.  

Rhubarb & Mustard: 31 High Street.  Enjoy delicious ice cream sundaes at	 25 
Ashwell’s favourite café.  Imaginative gifts downstairs; and beauty rooms upstairs,  
offering a full range of treatments. 

Quilt Display:  United Reformed Church (URC), High Street, from 12:30.  	 28 
Come and see a display of stunningly beautiful quilts made by the quilters of Ashwell. 

Quilt Raffle: URC Hall.  Your chance to win a unique and beautiful double bed 	 29 
quilt entitled ‘Spring Parade’, made by one of the Ashwell quilters.  
Tickets on sale from 11:00; the draw to take place at 4:00. 

The Chapel of Rest: Don’t miss this little gem of an Arts & Crafts style 	 34 
Building, refurbished in 2018.

Display of puppets and masks: 2 Bacons Yard.  Come and share our 	 37 
interest in making theatrical props.  Weather permitting, we will display some puppets  
and masks made for amateur productions.

Enjoy each day with a healthy body and mind

amberhealth.co.uk	 Call us on 01462 490141
www.facebook.com/AmberHealthClinics	 email: info@amberhealth.co.uk

ASHWELL PHARMACY

Friendly, professional advice  
on minor ailments, health and diet and 

health screening for blood pressure, 
cholesterol and diabetic testing.  

Free annual medication reviews, full travel 
clinic incl. vaccinations, instant photo IDs, 

gifts and cosmetics and much more.

Support your local community pharmacy
www.ashwellpharmacy.co.uk

22 High Street, Ashwell.  01462 742250

Visit
Rhubarb & Mustard

31 High Street
We welcome you for coffee, cakes, gifts and 

goodies and a full range of beauty treatments.

Drop in or call Sarah or Charlotte
on 01462 743462
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 1	 Jenny & André van Maurik, Hill House, 14 Newnham Way:  A hill garden with a 
view and a chicken or two...   

 3	 Linda & Tony Gee, 2 Colbron Close:  A sheltered courtyard garden with 
pond and rill, magnolia, roses, clematis, lavender and other herbs.  

 4	 Paula Doran, 4 Westbury Barns:  This still evolving garden has a bit of everything: 
mixed flower beds, trees, ponds, lawns, and a veg patch.  Look out for the topiary 
figures.   Open 11:00 am – 4:00 pm. 
Entrance via side gate in Colbron Close (please see map).	

 5	 Jill & Mike Taffs, 9 John Sale Close:   A tranquil walled garden with traditional paving 
and borders, and seating areas to catch the sun as it moves from east to west during 
the day.  

 7	 Margaret & Alan Gilliam, 1 West End:  An ever changing and evolving bird friendly 
cottage garden. Come to the “Shed” where handmade photographic greetings cards 
and fused glass items will be on sale.  Also, weather permitting, freshly cut local 
asparagus will be available.

 8	 Lucy & Jeremy Bates, Ash Farm, 110 High Street:   A lovely family garden with 
beautiful pleached trees and an area at the bottom left wild with nature in mind.  
Drop in print workshop 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Children’s giant Jenga game.  

 9	 Louise & Graham Lee, Spade Acre, 59 Ashwell Street: An informal garden slowly 
being developed since 2010 from a neglected agricultural site.  A wild flower area has 
mown paths, and woodland plants are being introduced beneath the trees. 

10	 Plant Stall, Dixies Barns:  Vicky and Lee will be offering a large variety of summer 
bedding and perennial plants.

15	 Ashwell Cottage Garden, Swan Street: run by volunteers.

All gardens open 11:00 – 5:00 unless otherwise stated. Those with        are 
happy for well-behaved dogs on leads to visit. Please clear up after them if 
necessary. Numbers refer to the map on pages 10 – 11.
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Time to Get Creative: Workshops for All…
 …even the dog!           Numbers refer to the map on pages 10 and 11.

Collaborative Wall Graffiti: Come and make your mark on a modern	 6  
village graffiti wall at the Forresters Allotment, 77 Back Street.  All welcome.   

Print workshop: Drop-in print workshop at Ash Farm, 110 High Street, 	 8 
11:00 - 3:00.  All ages welcome.

Mini Dog Training: Come and teach your dog a new trick with Ashwell's 	 10 
force free dog trainer. Each class limited to 8 dogs, not suitable for aggressive or  
reactive dogs.  Three 20 min. sessions at 11:30, 1:30 and 4:00. Dixies Barns.

Get Weaving with Ashwell Archaeology: Experimental archaeology 	 16  
for all, with a replica loom and genuine ancient loom weights.  All welcome. 
12:00 - 2:00 and 3:00 - 5:00 pm.  Ashwell Museum.

Tudor Dancing: Outside the Museum in Swan Street 2:00 and again at 3:00.  	 16 
Skip back into the sixteenth century with Herts Early Dance and Friends.  In bad  
weather, 2:00 pm session in St Mary’s Church.  All ages welcome.

Harp Mini Lessons: Ten-minute mini harp lessons with Ashwell harpist,	 18 
Julia Mitchell, in the churchyard (in the church if wet), 12:30 – 2:00. 
No musical experience necessary.  All ages welcome.

Taking Turns: St Mary’s Church 2:30 - 3:00 pm: A sharing of creative 	 18 
movement patterns, danced in the inspiring space of St Mary’s Church by a group of  
our more mature local people. Led by local choreographer Jane Turner www.janeturner.net

Pop and Rock Singing Workshop for Adults:  with Alex Holmes.	 18 
St Mary’s Church, 3:00 – 3.30 pm.

Waggle Dancing: School 11:00 -11:30 am: A fun children's movement 	 24 
workshop. Open to all over 5, we will take inspiration from the waggle dances and  
swarming patterns of bees. Led by local choreographer Jane Turner www.janeturner.net

Creating the Ashwell Village Collage: School, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm. 	 24 
Drop-in workshop suitable for all ages, led by Alison Gates.  Come and add your bit  
to the giant picture of Ashwell.
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19	 Kate & Peter Greener, 39 Mill Street:  An evolving, bird friendly cottage garden.   

20	 Joy Matthews, 43 Mill Street: A cottage garden full of surprises each year.  

21	 Sam Sheppard, Ashwell Bury, Mill Street:  Garden designed by Gertrude Jekyll and 
now simplified to suit modern family needs.  

23	 Janet & Norton Mahy, Chaffcutters, 40 Silver Street:  A small paved back yard, newly 
planted with raised beds, pots and window boxes.

26	 Ruth & Stephen ten Hove, Pleasant Place, 30 Hodwell:  A family garden with lovely 
views.       Children’s games.

30	 Caroline & Gary Feast, The Gables, 11 High Street: An interesting garden on 
three levels, featuring a pergola covered with wisteria.  Designed and landscaped 
approximately 20 years ago in keeping with the period of the property:  1904.  Open 
1:00 – 5:00    

32	 Katrina & Justin McCarthy, 32 Lucas Lane:  An evolving contemporary cottage 
garden now in its sixth year, with raised vegetables beds, herbs, chickens and a fish pond. 
Open 12:00 – 5:00   

34	 The Chapel of Rest: A little gem of an Arts & Crafts style building, refurbished in 
2018.   Staff from Neville’s of Hitchin will be on site to answer any questions. 

35	 Diane & Ken Coyne, 5 Philosophers Gate:  A new garden, begun in 2015 and still 
developing. 

37	 Jo Eggleton Rance and David Rance, 2 Bacons Yard:  We have created a small 
garden, still only 2 years old, from a back yard of decking, gravel and paving.  Weather 
permitting, we will display some puppets and masks we have made.     
Open 1:00 - 4:00 pm.

        We are grateful Neville’s of Hitchin who have sponsored our open gardens.

All gardens open 11:00 – 5:00 unless otherwise stated. Those with         are 
happy for well-behaved dogs on leads to visit. Please clear up after them if 
necessary. Numbers refer to the map on pages 10 – 11.

Numbers refer to the map 
on pages 10 and 11.

	 24	 At the School

	11:30 – 12:00	 Junior Musicians Concert: Ashwell School children showcase 
their talents, including violin, piano, guitar, trumpet and singers.  

	12:15 – 12:45	 Junior Choirs Concert: Ashwell School Junior Choir, led by Craig 
Maddox, will be singing a range of popular songs, and the St Mary’s 
Junior Choir, led by Bene't Coldstream, will be singing both secular 
and sacred songs, all of which will be upbeat – promise!

	 2:00 – 2:30	 Nicola Goldscheider and family:  Nicola is a violinist who 
regularly broadcasts on BBC Radio 3 and plays in various 
orchestras and ensembles, most notably with the Britten Sinfonia.  
She will be joined in some of her performance by various 
members of her family. This is not to be missed!   

	 3:00 – 3:30 	 Welwyn Harmony Ladies A Cappella Chorus: Old and new
	 and again	 popular songs in beautiful four-part harmony - the only ladies’
	 3:30 – 4:00 	 barbershop chorus in Hertfordshire!  We sing at a wide variety 

of events and also enjoy competitive singing, such as the annual 
national ladies’ barbershop competition.  Come and listen to us.  
We enjoy our singing so much and hope you will as well. 

	 18	 At St Mary’s Church

	 12:30 – 2:00 	 Julia Mitchell, Ashwell’s harpist, plays in St Mary’s churchyard 
(inside if wet) and gives mini harp lessons to anyone who’d like to 
have a go.

	 2:30 – 3:00  	 Taking Turns: A sharing of creative movement patterns, danced 
in the inspiring space of St Mary’s Church by a group of our more 
mature local people.  Led by local choreographer Jane Turner 
www.janeturner.net
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Numbers refer to the map 
on pages 10 and 11.

	 18	 At St Mary’s Church cont.  

	 4:45	 Ashwell’s Big Sing: St Mary’s Church. Wonderful local choir, brought to 
you by Alex Holmes, rounds off the day with a selection of popular songs.

	 16	 Outside the Museum

	 2:00  	 Herts Early Dance and Friends: Live Tudor music and dance in
	 and again at	 costume, with plenty of opportunities to join in. In bad weather,
	 3:00	 the 2:00 session will be in the church, the 3:00 session will be cancelled.

	 13	 At Kirby Manor

	   	 Live Folk Music whenever the spirit moves them,  
Kirby Manor Music, 73 High Street.

	 15	 In the Cottage Garden

	 1:00 and 1:30  	 The Bygrave Handbell Ringers will entertain you with a wide selection 
of tunes.  It’s a unique and pretty sound!  Cottage Garden, Swan Street. 

	 	 Around the Village

	   	 The Outliars Acoustic Band will be in Ashwell from 11:00 am, starting 
at the Car Park and then roaming around during the day to entertain you 
at various locations in the village. 

		  The Letchworth Morris Men will dance at four locations:
	 12:00	 Ashwell Primary School   24

	 1:00	 Rose & Crown   14

	 2:30	 Bushel & Strike   17

	 3:30	 Outside the Museum in Swan Street   16

 

Ashwell Music Festival
Thursday 16th May, 7:00pm – Young Musicians’ Concert

Friday 17th May, 8:00pm  – Basin Street Brawlers

Saturday 18th May, 8:00pm  – Planet ABBA – ABBA Tribute Band

Sunday 19th May, 6:00pm  – Festival Evensong

Full details and tickets available at: ashwellmusicfestival.org.uk

Thank you !
We are very grateful to the businesses who support this event, including CSA Environmental, 
who sponsor this programme, Neville’s of Hitchin, who sponsor the gardens, and the  
Rose and Crown        who sponsor our website:  www.ashwellathome.org.uk14
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Numbers refer to the map 
on pages 10 and 11.

	 16	 Anecdotes of Ashwell

	 12:30	 A guided walk to Ashwell Springs, led by Peter Greener, Ashwell 
Museum Curator.  Meet outside the Museum, on the corner of 
Swan Street and Alms Lane. 

	 15	 The Creation of the Cottage Garden

	 2:30 	 A talk about the story of Ashwell’s Cottage Garden, by Liz 
Moynihan, in the Cottage Garden, Swan Street. .

		 Ashwell Alive Plaques

		 Look out for Ashwell Alive 
plaques on many of the houses 
and at some of the other 
significant sites around the 
village. Each plaque tells you the 
story of the building or site.

Play Music Play Celebrating 34 years of music 
making with young families. 

Creative music classes for families with babies and young children.
Songs, dancing, listening and playing musical instruments together.

Classes in Ashwell Tuesday Mornings
For more information or to book a place,. (Some drop in places available)

Ring or text 07753 636443 or visit www.playmusicplay.co.uk

Please note: children’s activities are free but children must be accompanied by an adult 
with an Ashwell at Home wristband. Numbers refer to the map on pages 10 and 11.

		  Treasure Hunt  

	 All day	 Get a Treasure Hunt sheet from the School or Museum. Look out for 
painted stones around the village and note down the pictures you’ve 
seen on them.  Completed sheets to the porch at St Mary’s Church at 
4:30, please, where you might be lucky enough to win a prize.  Make sure 
your name and contact details are on the sheet.	 16	

	 6	 77 Back Street
	 All day	 Collaborative Wall Graffiti: Make your mark on a modern village 

graffiti wall at the Forresters Allotment, 77 Back Street.

	 8	 Ash Farm
	 All day	 Play giant Jenga here.
	 11:00 – 3:00	 Drop-in print workshop at Ash Farm, 110 High Street, 
		  suitable for all ages.

	 18	 St Mary’s Churchyard
	 12:30 – 2:00	 Harp Mini Lessons: Ten-minute mini harp lessons with Ashwell harpist, 

Julia Mitchell, in the churchyard (inside if wet). No musical experience 
necessary.  Adults welcome too.

	 24	 Ashwell Primary School
	 11:00 – 11:30	 Waggle Dancing: A fun children's movement workshop inspired 

by the Ashwell bees. Open to all over 5. We will take inspiration 
from the waggle dances and swarming patterns of bees. Led by local 
choreographer Jane Turner. www.janeturner.net

	 11:00 – 2:00    	Creating the Ashwell Village Collage, suitable for all ages. Drop-in 
workshop led by Alison Gates.  Come and add your bit to the giant 
picture of Ashwell.

	 2:00	 Children’s Magic Show with The Great Boggo, master of prestidigitation.
	 2:30	 Junk Boat Modelling with the Ashwell Guides.  Design and make your 

own boats from junk and race them at the Springs later.
	 3:30	 Story Time with Mrs Young for younger children.



	 22	 The Parish Room
	 All day	 Serving teas, coffees and delicious home-made cakes.

	 24	 Ashwell Primary School
	 All day	 Brought to you by the ever-energetic Ashwell PTA, delicious food at very 

good prices, and handy for the activities and concerts taking place here.  
Entry to the school by wristband only.

	 From 11:00	 Morning coffee and tea.
	 From 12:00	 Home-made lunches.
	 From 3:00	 Traditional afternoon teas.

	 29	 Victorian Café at the URC Hall
	 All day	 The ladies at the Victorian Café in the United Reformed Church Hall are 

honoured to serve you with sandwiches, wonderful home-baked cakes, 
tea and freshly ground coffee. 

	 33	 The Pavilion Café on the Rec
	 12:00 – 3:30	 Serving soufflés, sandwiches, desserts and soft drinks etc.
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Now in its 99th year, Ashwell Show 2019 is set to be a great family day out. 
August 26th  Bank Holiday Monday 

ADVANCE TICKETS 20% OFF www.ashwellshow.co.uk www.facebook.com/ashwellshow

Dog and Horse Events Birds of Prey Shopping Food Stalls   
Children’s Craft Tent    Beer Tent Prosecco Bar 

Craft Demonstrations Tea & Cakes
Rides & Slides   

Children’s Entertainer
Main attractions to be announced – see website and facebook for details.

Please note: children’s activities are free but children must be accompanied by an adult 
with an Ashwell at Home wristband. Numbers refer to the map on pages 10 and 11.

	 26	 Pleasant Place
	 All day	 Play on the Giant Connect 4 and the Buzzer Game here.

	 31	 Ashwell Springs
	 3:30	 Junk Boat Racing. Race the boats you made earlier.

	 33	 Ashwell Recreation Ground
		  All the Fun of the Fair at the Henry Harris Fun Fair.
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		  Pop Up Poetry.  Ashwell Theatre Club will Pop Up anywhere at any time to divert 
you with a verse or two.

		  The Outliars Acoustic Band will be roaming around to entertain you at various 
locations in the village.

	 2	 Exhibition of Wedding Dresses:  Ashwell Village Hall, West End.  Wedding dresses 
from across the decades, with some fascinating glimpses of how they appeared on 
their ‘big day’.

	 2	 Display of Classic Cars:  Ashwell Village Hall car park, West End. 

	 10	 Plant Stall: Dixies Barns.  Vicky and Lee will be selling plants opposite the main car 
park, with a large variety of summer bedding and perennial plants.

	 10	 Ashwell Gallery: Barn A, Dixies Barns.  Imaginative and creative bespoke framing of 
all manner of things - not just pictures - as well as repairs and restoration of artwork.  
www.ashwellgallery.com

	 11	 Keith Gordon, Traditional Jeweller:  Visit this traditional jeweller’s workshop, Barn 
D, Dixies Barns, to see some real gems and how to display them.   
www.ashwelljewellery.com    

	 12	 The Beauty Barn, Beauty Salon:  Open 11:00-4:00.  Barn D, Dixies Barns.  Visit the 
Beauty Barn in Bradley’s hairdressers to try out our luxury massage and facial taster 
sessions. www.thebeautybarnashwell.com 

	 13	 Folk Music:  Kirby Manor, 73 High Street.

	 16	 Ashwell Village Museum:  Visit one of the oldest village museums in the country, 
housed in this beautiful building, dating from about 1500, which is undergoing 
extensive repair work this year.  Free admission for wristband wearers and children.

	 18	 St Mary’s Church:  Morning service 10:45 till about mid-day.  Be inspired by this 
beautiful fourteenth century church, with the tallest tower in the county.  See the 
graffiti on the wall at the base of the tower, including a drawing of the old St Paul’s 
cathedral from before the Great Fire.  

	 25	 Rhubarb & Mustard:  31 High Street.  Enjoy delicious ice cream sundaes at 
Ashwell’s favourite café.  Imaginative gifts downstairs; and beauty rooms upstairs, 
offering a full range of treatments. 

 	 27	 The Village Lock-Up:  An overnight prison, last used in the nineteenth century.  
Come and try it out for size.  We’ll only let you out again if you promise to be good.

Things to enjoy during the day
	 28	 Ashwell United Reformed Church:  Built in 1852, decorated in English Art 

Nouveau style in 1906 and refurbished in 2018.  Morning service begins at 10:45. 
Come and see a display of beautiful quilts made by the quilters of Ashwell.    
Opens at 12:30.

	 29	 Victorian Café:  Refreshments served all day in the United Reformed Church Hall.  
Attractions include a raffle for a beautiful quilt.  Draw at 4:00 pm.

	 31	 Ashwell Springs:  The seven springs on this site are the source of the river  
Rhee/Cam.  Together with the surrounding ash trees, they give the village its name.  

	 33	 Village Cricket Match:  Ashwell Recreation Ground.  Ashwell CC v. Hare Street 
and Hormead CC, from 1:30 pm, a typical English scene.  Pavilion refreshments.

	 33	 All the Fun of the Fair:  Fun Fair on the Rec. Refreshments at the Pavilion Café.

	 34	 The Chapel of Rest:  A little gem of an Arts & Crafts style building, refurbished in 
2018.   Staff from Neville’s of Hitchin will be on site to answer any questions. 

	 36	 Sarah’s Farm Shop:  Open 10:00 – 1:00 Sundays for fresh bread, fruit and 
vegetables plus locally sourced treats and household items.




